BALI GETAWAY

BREATHTAKING
HORIZONS
DAVID TRAUTS STAYS AT VILLA PAWANA, ONE OF THE SEVEN
VILLAS THAT MAKES UP THE SEMARA ULUWATU, AND DISCOVERS A
WHOLE NEW HORIZON ON LUXURY VILLA LIVING.
Text: David Trauts
Photos: Semara Collection and Trauts
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reathtaking may sound like a cliche,
but it is the word that jumps to mind
when you first enter Villa Pawana
at the Semara Uluwatu. Going through the
front gates of the villa, the doors open up to
a long, foliage-covered and Palimanan stone
path that sets straight as a die to the cliff and
ocean horizon at least one hundred metres
away. The closer you get step by step to the
cliff-edge pool, the wider your eyes grow as the
magnificent vista of blue ocean, manicured
lawns and designer-built villa opens slowly
before you. By the time you reach the pool,
you are standing in front of one of the
grandest views of the Indian Ocean you could
ever imagine.
There’s a lot of villa to discover between the
front door and the cliff too.

There are five individual bedroom pavilions
flanking the path on both sides down to the
main living and poolside area. These are all
rented separately. Each room that is opened
will cost you more, but if there are only two
or four people, or whatever the size of your
group, you get the use of the whole villa.
The other big story with this very private villa
is the space. It is huge. The bedrooms are huge,
the living space is huge, everything is huge.
There is enough space within the living, dining,
and entertainment space to lose yourself for
days - and that’s exactly what we did.
After arriving, settling in and beginning to
get a feel for the enormity of the place, the
first splash in the pool was initiated as the
sun began to set. By this time the butler had
disappeared from view and we had the whole

Finn’s sits on the
beach at Semara
Uluwatu offering
great food, sounds
and watersports.
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The Pawana villa at
Semara Uluwatu is
just one of seven
rental villas. Above:
The living room
with surround
sound theatre and,
as one of our party
said, the most
comfortable sofa in
the land. Middle:
The breathtaking
view out to the
Indian Ocean.
Right: The master
bedroom with its
own plunge pool.

place to ourselves. Once the music was sorted out on the
home theatre system—bringing your own music is always
a must on any villa stay—we found one of the premier
spots to chill in Villa Pawana; the gazebo next to the pool
perched right on the edge of the cliff. Chilling out and
relaxing is what a villa stay is all about and from the central
back position of the gazebo, laying on the cushions with the
sounds coming in stereo through the high quality speakers,
and the view of the pool and the house, inspiration was
running at an all-time high. There is no doubt that Villa
Pawana is a great place to find your own space and peace
of mind.
The seven villas that make up Semara Uluwatu are all large;
each has five bedrooms, and are examples of what one can
look forward to in life if you really do make it to the top.
These villas are stunning and pure luxury. Sometimes I
caught myself thinking, okay this is great, big rooms and
well appointed, but okay, I’ve seen and stayed in many
luxury villas before and this is just another one. But then
you look down at the view of the ocean below and the
coastline sweeping to the west and realise where you are.
There is no denying this complex of villas is nothing less
than spectacular.
Originally the group of villas made up a luxury enclave of
privately-owned residences before being remodelled and
becoming a rental collective under the banner of Semara
about a year ago. The seven-and-a-half acre complex has the
feel and the look of a luxury, highly sophisticated suburban
street, with a perfect asphalt road and curbing, and houses
set back off the street. It is all so very well ordered. Each
villa is distinct in design and character; some being modern
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Bali contemporary, others Javanese or colonial, but all with
approximately the same size and a horizon pool sitting on
top of the cliff with views forever. Top-end appliances and
fittings throughout, and comfortably designed living spaces
are the rule of the day. Also the perfectly constructed and
maintained gardens of the whole complex are almost a work
of art in themselves. One does get a little inspiration from
just about every angle at Semara Uluwatu.
More inspiration can be found at the complex’s private
and secluded beach at the bottom of the cliff. The beach
is accessed by the resort’s inclinator and once there you will
find Finn’s Cafe, the resort’s signature, but casual, beach club
and restaurant. Glorious white sand, a prized commodity
in the reality of Bali, stretches far and wide depending on
the tide and time of day in front of Finn’s. It’s a beautiful
beach and has a beach club to match supplying myriad
watersport options including kayaking, snorkelling and
beach volleyball. Fresh ingredients and a wide selection of
tasty dishes—go for the seafood—from the new, Balinese
chef, I Wayan Wartawan, puts this little beachside restaurant
in a class of its own. You can find a light snack or a creative
fine-dining extravaganza; it’s all covered. Finn’s is open
from 9am to 9pm, open to the public at a price, which is
basically credit for food and drink, and includes the trip on
the resort’s inclinator.
Other services on offer at the Semara Uluwatu include a
well-appointed and staffed spa with a complete range of
treatments, a fully-equipped gym, a tennis court, a putting
green for the golfers to keep in practice, and a 28-metre
swimming pool in the public area in front of the resort’s
lobby and other restaurant, Selatan.

While we were walking around checking out the facility we
discovered uninvited, but welcome, visitors, at the public
pool. According to staff, the family of about 20 monkeys
that we came across, frolicking in the sun, jumping from
the temple into the pool, doing somersaults, splashing
around and having a riot of a time, are regular visitors.
They apparently roam from cave to cave around the coast
all the way from the Uluwatu area down through the south
coast past Semara. It would be hard to predict when they
are there so we did feel fortunate to run into our primate
friends at the time.
With the distances between one area of your villa to
another it sometimes feels like you are on a retreat in a
health resort. For example, if you forget your glasses or
phone somewhere on the other side of the villa it will take
you a couple of minutes’ walk to find them. Combine
that with the beach life, the gym, yoga classes and the spa
treatments, the Semara Uluwatu is a very healthy place.
The resort pumps oxygen into your system and fixes a wide
grin on your face from the moment you are there and right
through your stay. If you weren’t feeling so fit before you
arrived, you are guaranteed to be feeling healthier by the
time you leave. You get fitter just being at the place.
The Semara Uluwatu has to be one of the most stunning
venues in Bali to be married. Each villa is available for
functions and gatherings of any sort and can be rented for
a venue fee. Guests can stay in the neighbouring villas and
all catering and service can be performed in-house or by an
approved outside cater. Finn’s beach club can be rented for
after-parties or for the event itself. GM Mandy McDermid

mentioned that the entire complex has been booked for
weddings in the past, which must be an incredible and
memorable event for everyone in attendance.
Semara Uluwatu is special. It is for people who want the best
and don’t mind paying for it. It’s a self-contained holiday of
peace and seclusion, or if desired, private partying, and being
an hour’s drive from Bali’s entertainment hub of Seminyak,
be prepared to be self-entertained. The PS3 with dozens
of loaded games, the free WiFi and private office space, or THERE IS ENOUGH
the massive flat-screen TVs SPACE WITHIN THE
in every room can help you
LIVING, DINING, AND
with that. Dining is available
from the two restaurants and ENTERTAINMENT SPACE TO
room service, or you can cook LOSE YOURSELF FOR DAYS
your own or have the villa chef - AND THAT’S EXACTLY
cook it for you. A villa BBQ WHAT WE DID.
is a must during your stay and
the staff can prepare everything with a minimum of fuss.
They are on hand 24/7 with the villa’s private butler on call
from 8am to 9pm.
Semara Uluwatu and its cliff-top villas is an experience
that would be hard to match anywhere around the world,
let alone on the island of Bali. The abundant luxury and
breathtaking wow-factor at almost every turn makes it a
holiday stay that will live long in the memory of all guests
for years to come—this one included. FRV
www.semarauluwatu.com
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